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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 


JOIN ALLENDINR, OF 


NIWW 


LONDON, CONNKCOTICU'T. 


BALANCE FOR DETECTING SPURIOUS COIN. 


Specification of Letters Patent No. 13,840, dated November 27, 1855. 


To all whom it may concern: 

Be it known that I, Joun Attenper, of 
New London, in the county of New Lon- 
don and State of Connecticut, have invented 


a new and useful Apparatits for Proving 
Genuine and Detecting Spurious Coin; and 
IT do hereby declare that the same is  de- 


seribed and represented in the following 
specification and drawings. 

To enable others skilled in the art to 
make and use my invention Twill proceed 
to describe its construction and operation, 
referring to the drawings in which the same 
letters indiente like parts in each of the 
figures, 

Figure 1, is a plan. 
lig. a cut through the center. 
plan and section of the weight. 

The nature of my invention consists Ina 
lever of a proper size and wei@ht, with a 
fulertun a proper distance from its center, 
Which lever is provided with cavities 1m eae h 


ig. 2, a section of 


iy 1g. By a 


arin of a preper size to receive the genuine 
coin arranged at such distances each “side of 
the fulerum as to weigh the smaller coins 
upon the Tehter arm without additional 
weight. and the heavy coins twe or more 
on the heavy arm with one weight, in one 


position, on the Tiehter arm. 

In the accompanying drawings A is the 
base of a stand provided with two pillars 
BB owhich are perforated to receive the 
pivets A hoof the weighing lever Cy which 
may be made in the form represented. or 
such other form as may be desirable, the 
short arm D being made of sufficient weight 
to weigh a five dollar gold piece if it is 
placed in the cavity or countersink IX which 
is made just large enough to receive the 
genuine coin, or the three dollar gold piece 
in the cavity Flyer the two and a half dollar 
gold piece in the cavity G,or the one dollar 
gold piece in the cavity TH, all of which cay- 
ities are in the lighter arm I. These cay- 
ities are all made just large enough to receive 
the genuine coin and it 1s weighed without 
additional weight on the heavier arm. The 











weight J is made in the form represented 
and provided with a projection K_ fitted to 
the cavity JJ, and when placed in_ said 
ravity the lever © will weigh a ten dollar 
gold piece in the cavity Lora twenty dollar 
vold piece in the cavity M, each of which 
cavities are made just large enough to re- 
ceive the genuine gold coins of the denomi- 
nation named, and beth of them are in the 
short and heavy arm of the lever C. There 
is a slot directly across the center of each of 
the cavities in which the coin ts weighed 
just large cnough to let the gemiuine coin 
pass through freely by its own weigh es SONS 
to prove the coin by its size as well as its 
weight. 

This ped late can be made and_ sold 
cheaper than any other that will perform 
the same service wilh the same facility. and 
will be found a perfect protection lo prove 
genuine and detect spurious coins which are 


either larger or Lighter than the genuine. 
[ am aware that balances fer proving 


coin have been made with two levers hung 
upon one fulcrum so arranged as to weigh 
all the coins upon one side of the said ful- 
crum, and when the larger coins were 
weighed the lever in which the small ones 
are weighed is turned the opposite side 
of the fulcrum. Therefore | make no chai 
to instruments constructed with mere than 
one lever and to weigh upon one side of 
the fulerum: only, but 

What I do claim as my invention and de- 
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is-— 

A single lever of such a size and weight 
and provided with cavities or countersinks 
arranged at such distances eac ‘h side of the 


filerim, as to weieh the sinaller coins mpen 
the lightest arm, without unas nA wereht, 
and the larger coins two or more on the 


heaviest arm with one weight, 
{ion on the lighter arm. 


JOHN ALLENDER. 
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Witnesses: 
C. Prince, 
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Me oa GOLD BALANCE & GAUGE. 






This Di erfect protection against Counterfeits, being adjusted to weigh and gauge accurately all the Gold Coins of the 
United States. lacing the weight in the Dollar Circle, the Ten and Twenty Dollar pieces will be balanced ; and the three smaller 
coins will balance without the weight. Every coin which is genuine will both balance and pass through its appropriate gauge. As 
there is sometimes a small variation in the diameter of coins of the same denomination, but of different dates, it will be necessary, 
when weighing them, to place each in the centre of its circle. The gauge may always be relied on as an infallible test, as the difler- 
ence in thickness is never so great as to prevent the coins from passing through. N.B. The edges of some coins will be found of un- 
equal thickness, and when put in their places may not balance, but by turning the coin in the circle it will come to its proper balance. 
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wi eee PLAY 5 ‘relieve applicants from the necessity and ‘expense of employing agents to 
transact their business with the Patent. Office, so far as itis in the power of the 
Sg my : sa » . « ., » Office to! do so, the examiners are instructed to decide the questions of the’ 
. novelty and patentability: of inventions upon papers imperfectly prepared, if 
they are sufficiently perspicuous to enable them clearly to understand the in- 

es ; > vention claimed, when such papers are prepared by the inventor without the inter- 

vention of an ag ent. But, if an agent be employed, it being presumed that he 

a > & hes qualified for the business which he undertakes, and needs not, nor is entitled 

to, instructions in relation to it, the office (which has not the time, nor is bound 











” by law in any case to give instructions) will, in all cases, leave it to him to pre- 
pare and present the claims of the applicant, and will decide upon them as ° 
\ ~ they are presented. 
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Sec. V. OF THE PROCEEDINGS DURING EXAMINATION. 


Applications are examied and patents issued in the order in which the proper 
documents are completed, except in cases in which the claims so nearly re- 
semble those undergoing examination, as to render an interference probable ; 
in which case they ‘will be taken up and examined with the cases then under 


examination. 
A decision deliberately made and affirmed by one Commissioner, cannot be 


disturbed by his successor. Some years since the evils arising from such re- 

visions became so apparent and embarrassing, that a positive, rule to that effect 

was adopted. It was submitted to, and approved by, the President xoft4the ° 
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